Group Leader Discussion Tools for Bringing Up Bobby.

This feature film was designed to speak to many different kinds of audiences. Below we have included some helpful discussion points for you and your group. They are listed by topic and can be mixed and matched to fit your needs. 

Grace vs. Works

Synopsis:

Liz’s challenge to Bobby is simple: if you want to be friends with me, let it show. It is way too easy to just say you like someone else or that you agree with a certain way of life. Bobby claims to be a goth kid, but drops the look as soon as a girl comes along. He pretends to be a Christian when he is with James but is so unsure of where he stands that he cannot answer a simple question. The relationship of Bobby and Liz has some interesting parallels to Bobby’s relationship with God. In order to please Liz, Bobby changes his clothes and buys her a car. In his opinion, that is how to prove that you like someone else. However, Liz is looking for something more. She wants him to demonstrate his character. Bobby is willing to say that he likes her. She challenges him to live like it.

In the same way, God is not impressed by our outside appearance. In the New Testament, there was a group of religious people called the Pharisees. In Matthew 23 Jesus challenges them for their outward, showy attempts to look religious. He says that they are like whitewashed tombs – clean looking on the outside, but filled with rot and decay on the inside. They were willing to stand on street corners and pray in loud voices and to offer big cash donations, but they did it out of pride and not out of love for God. His point was simple: motives are key. It is not enough to look good on the outside.

Let’s make one thing clear: there is no way in the world for us to earn our way to heaven. No matter how good you are, you can’t do it (Romans 3:23)! This is not about earning heaven. Instead, it’s about owning it. Jesus died for your sins and mine. That is a free gift! Here comes the important part: once we acknowledge that free gift, we are forgiven. Then we are to live our lives for God by following what He wrote about in the Bible. We cannot earn God’s favor by doing more good than bad. Instead, God showed us His love first by dying for our sins (Romans 5:8). God does not call us to a faith that ends after praying a prayer. Instead, he calls us to an active relationship with Him. Not only does it declare our love to God to follow His commands, but it also shows the world that we are followers of Christ.  

Applicable verses:

· Romans 3:23 – All have sinned.

· James 2 – Faith without works is dead.

· Matthew 23 – story of the Pharisees as Jesus compares them to whitewashed tombs.

What is my identity? Who am I?
Synopsis:

What makes a person who they are? Is it how they dress or who they hang out with? Or could it be that it is a combination of what they believe and how that influences their actions? As James suggests to Bobby toward the end of the movie Bringing Up Bobby, our identity should be wrapped up in our faith in Jesus. Christians are forgiven sinners, followers of Christ, before anything else. This concept can be difficult to comprehend! Essentially it means that all of our decisions, even down to how we dress, should be impacted by what God desires of us (which we can read about in the Bible). As for dress, the Bible does not (gasp!) say anything about it being wrong to dress in goth clothing. However it does command is for us to dress modestly, so as not to cause others to stumble (1 Timothy 1:9, 2 Corinthians 10:31-33). He also tells us not to cause others to stumble for other reasons. If you know that the way you dress causes other people to struggle with God, should you change? Or should you stay the same as a test (1 Corinthians 27-33)? 

Again, it is not how we dress that defines us: it is our beliefs, and how those beliefs impact our actions, that demonstrates who we are. We can no longer allow the church to be filled with people who consider themselves Christians because that is what their parents or grandparents were. Being a follower of Christ is a choice that ought to impact our private and public lives. 

Decisions about our jobs, families, friends and habits will need to follow. Who are you? What do you use to define yourself? How does that impact how others see you? How does it influence your actions?

Applicable verses:

· 2 Corinthians 10:31-33 – Do not cause others to stumble.

· Romans 6:6 – Our old self was crucified with Christ.

· Revelation 3:16 – God does not want us to sit on the fence. He does not want us to be lukewarm.

Purity in Relationships

Synopsis:

Liz is a great example of what it means to be a godly person. When she meets Bobby and he tries to ask her out on a date, she keeps her head and waits until she has more information. She knows that we are not to be “unequally yoked” in our relationships. She waits until Bobby has demonstrated spiritual maturity before she is willing to hang out with him. At the end of the film, Bobby shows that he needs to get himself right with God before he is ready for a girlfriend. That kind of patience can deter a lot of issues!

Also, by hiding his relationship with Terry, James hurts his ties with his family. Using the discussion questions as a guide, ask the group for their reactions to James’ deceit of his family. Is it ever okay to lie, even if it sounds like it could be helpful?

Applicable Verses

· 2 Corinthians 6:14 – being yoked with non-believers

· Colossians 3: 5-11 – about lying and putting to death our old selves.

· 1 John 1:6 – If we claim to follow Christ but do not keep His commandments, we are liars.

Judging People
Synopsis:

Is it ever okay to judge someone else? This is a sticky topic! The Bible calls on us to choose our friends wisely, not to throw away good wisdom, and to love our neighbor as ourselves. Many people are like Andrea and the Used Car Salesman – they look at Bobby as being a freak for how he dresses. Sometimes we do this for self-preservation, like when you are on a dark city street and are approached by a group of people in the shadows – your location, the posture of those coming towards you, and how they dress may alert you to approaching danger. Other times we do it because we know that some people can be poor influences on our family or us. We do need to protect our families and churches from negative influences. However, we cannot use that as an excuse to act improperly towards people because of their dress, skin color, nationality, etc. We cannot afford to limit our interactions to include only people who look, talk and act like us. When do we need to discern between these different situations?

Applicable verses

· Matthew 22:32-40 – Love your neighbor.

· 1 Corinthians 15:33 – “Bad company corrupts good character”.

· Matthew 7:1-3 – Do not judge other people because you will be judged in the same way. FIRST take out the log from your own eye, THEN help your brother with the speck in his eye. Be careful! This verse is often misrepresented! It commands us to take care of our own issues, but not to stop there! Then we must help others who struggle with similar issues and sins.

· Luke 10:25-37 – The parable of the Good Samaritan, which demonstrates that real love is helping people who are not like us. Samaritans were considered less than human by the Jewish leaders of the time. For a Samaritan to be praised over a priest was an affront to the leaders in Jesus’ time.

